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PAGE 01 PANAMA 02891 161800Z 

14-11 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SP-02 AID-05 EB-07 NSC-05 

CIEP-01 TRSE-00 SS-15 STR-04 OMB-01 CEA-01 CIAE-00 

COME-OO FRB-03 INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-06 XMB-02 OPIC-03 

LAB-04 SIL-01 H-02 L-02 PA-01 PRS-01 AGR-05 /101 W 

059735 

R 161744Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3923 
INFO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 

CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 2891 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRD, PN 

SUBJECT: BANANAS-UNITED BRANDS (UB) 

REF: (A) TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS, WYROUGH/GONZALEZ, MAY 15; 
STEIN/OLSON, MAY 16 (B) PANAMA 2614, (C) PANAMA 2334 

1. LOCAL PRESS MAY 16 REPORTED WHAT IT IS BELIEVED WALL STREET JOURNAL 

REPORTED MAY 15 THAT U.S. AUTHORITIES CONTINUE INVESTIGATING FOR 
SPECIFIC ENTRIES IN UB RECORDS ON PAYMENTS TO COSTA RICA, PANAMA, 
ITALY AND WEST GERMANY. LOCAL PRESS ALSO REPORTED COSTA RICA 
PRESIDENT ODUBER GAVE UB TWENTY-FOUR-HOUR ULTIMATUM TO NAME 
RECIPIENTS OF UB BRIBES. THERE IS NO INDICATION PANAMA WILL 
TAKE SIMILAR ACTION. GEN. TORRIJOS HAS BEEN IN 
ECUADOR AND UB HAS APPARENTLY GIVEN ASSURANCES THAT IT WILL 
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ISSUE DENIAL THAT BRIBES HAVE BEEN PAID TO PANAMANIANS. 
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2. MEANWHILE ACCORDING FBIS MAY 15, MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
FERNANDO MANFREDO ANNOUNCED THAT GOP/UB NEGOTIATIONS WILL BEGIN 

IN JUNE (INSTEAD OF JULY REF B). 

3. EMBASSY WILL REPORT FURTHER AS SOON AS MORE INFO BECOMES 
AVAILABLE. 

JORDEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 
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Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, BRIBERY, INVESTIGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 MAY 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975PANAMA02891 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 73-1 072 
From: PANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750545/aaaabofy.tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
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